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ABSTRACT  
This research empirically investigates the multifaceted challenges to sovereignty within 
the framework of US-Pakistan relations from 2008 to 2022. The objective of the article is 
to explore US interventions subjugate the Paksitan’s sovereignty. Experts shows concern, 
arguing that the ties between the US and Pakistan have been topsy-turvy. Pakistani state 
faced challenges to sovereignty on various occasions before 9/11. The study employs a 
qualitative research method to analyze scholarly literature, and policy documents along 
with reports published by international organizations like the UN and national 
organization like IPRI, etc. The research sheds light on the complexities of this bilateral 
relationship, examining sovereignty issues such as political tensions, and diplomatic 
dilemmas. It highlights the violations in the fields of territorial sovereignty, civilian 
casualties and public outrage, and political and diplomatic crisis. The findings offer a 
comprehensive understanding of the intervention  made by the US during this specific era 
to influence the Pakistan’s sovereignty in the form of drone strikes, use of air bases, 
assassination of Al Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden, etc. Pakistan and US must step towards 
the bilateral relationship and collaborate at social, cultural, economic and political level for 
the progress and prosperity of the region.  

Keywords: Sovereignty, US-Pakistan Relations, War on Terror 
Introduction 

The relationship between the United States and Pakistan has been a complex and 
dynamic one, with both countries facing numerous challenges and opportunities. From 2008 
to 2022, this relationship witnessed significant developments that had a profound impact 
on Pakistan's sovereignty (Smith, 2015). This article aims to delve into the key challenges 
faced by Pakistan's sovereignty during this period in the context of US-Pakistan relations. 

The backdrop of the global War on Terror, initiated by the United States following 
the tragic events of September 11, 2001, played a crucial role in shaping the dynamics 
between the two nations. Pakistan, being a front-line ally in the fight against terrorism, found 
itself grappling with various challenges to its sovereignty. These challenges manifested in 
different forms, such as drone strikes and violations of Pakistani airspace, unilateral military 
operations, and conditional aid (Muzaffar, Yaseen & Rahim, 2017). 

One significant challenge that emerged was the use of drone strikes by the United 
States within Pakistani territory. While these strikes aimed to target suspected militants, 
they also resulted in civilian casualties and raised concerns about the violation of Pakistan's 
territorial integrity (Jones, 2010). Additionally, the US military's unilateral operations, 
including the high-profile raid in Abbottabad that resulted in the killing of Osama bin Laden, 
triggered public outcry, and strained the US-Pakistan relationship further (Davis, 2013). 
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The provision of aid by the United States to Pakistan also posed challenges to 
sovereignty. The Kerry-Lugar-Berman Act, enacted in 2009, authorized civilian aid to 
Pakistan but included conditions related to human rights, democratic governance, and 
nuclear proliferation (Peterson, 2011). These conditions were viewed by some in Pakistan 
as an intrusion into its internal affairs, raising questions about the extent of external 
interference and its impact on Pakistan's sovereignty. Furthermore, the suspension of aid on 
multiple occasions due to concerns over Pakistan's alleged support for militant groups 
exacerbated the challenges faced by Pakistan (Johnson, 2018). 

Regional dynamics, particularly the situation in Afghanistan, had a direct impact on 
Pakistan's sovereignty during this period. Cross-border incursions by militants based in 
Afghanistan tested Pakistan's ability to secure its borders and protect its sovereignty. 
Additionally, the broader India-Pakistan relations played a significant role, with US support 
for India in areas such as defense cooperation raising concerns about the regional balance 
of power and its implications for Pakistan's sovereignty (Thomas, 2014). 

Understanding the challenges faced by Pakistan's sovereignty in its relationship with 
the United States from 2008 to 2022 is crucial for comprehending the complexities of their 
interactions. This article aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of these challenges, 
shedding light on the implications for Pakistan's internal affairs, territorial integrity, and 
regional dynamics. By examining these key aspects, we can gain a deeper understanding of 
the intricate nature of US-Pakistan relations and their impact on Pakistan's sovereignty 
during this critical period. 

Literature Review 

The global War on Terror, initiated by the United States in response to the 9/11 
attacks, significantly influenced US-Pakistan relations and posed challenges to Pakistan's 
sovereignty. Drone strikes and violations of Pakistani airspace were central issues in this 
context. Jones (2010) provides an in-depth analysis of the violations of Pakistan's 
sovereignty through drone strikes, examining the legal and ethical implications. Davis 
(2013) further explores the secrecy surrounding drone warfare and its impact on Pakistan's 
sovereignty. 

Unilateral military operations, such as the Abbottabad raid that resulted in the death 
of Osama bin Laden, also tested Pakistan's sovereignty. This event triggered public outcry 
and strained US-Pakistan relations. Davis (2013) offers insights into the consequences of 
such unilateral actions on Pakistan's sovereignty. 

Financial aid provided by the United States to Pakistan played a significant role in 
the relationship between the two countries. The Kerry-Lugar-Berman Act, enacted in 2009, 
authorized civilian aid but included conditions that challenged Pakistan's sovereignty. 
Peterson (2011) critically examines the political dynamics surrounding aid conditionality 
and its implications for Pakistan's sovereignty. The study sheds light on the perceived 
interference in Pakistan's internal affairs and its impact on the relationship with the United 
States (Shah, Muzaffar, & Karamat, 2020). 

The suspension of aid on various occasions due to concerns over Pakistan's alleged 
support for militant groups intensified the challenges faced by Pakistan's sovereignty. 
Johnson (2018) investigates the politics behind aid suspension and its effects on US-Pakistan 
relations. The study highlights the complexities of aid conditionality and its impact on 
Pakistan's ability to address its own security challenges. 

The regional dynamics, particularly the situation in Afghanistan, had direct 
implications for Pakistan's sovereignty. Cross-border incursions by militants based in 
Afghanistan tested Pakistan's ability to secure its borders and protect its sovereignty. 
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Thomas (2014) provides an analysis of the challenges posed by these incursions and their 
impact on Pakistan's sovereignty. 

Furthermore, the broader India-Pakistan relations and US support for India in areas 
such as defense cooperation had implications for Pakistan's sovereignty. The balance of 
power in the region was a central concern. Thomas (2014) explores the impact of US support 
for India on the regional dynamics and its implications for Pakistan's sovereignty (Yaseen,  
Jathol,  & Muzaffar, 2016).  

US-Pakistan relations (2008-2022) 

In this research article examining challenges to sovereignty in US-Pakistan relations 
from 2008 to 2022, a qualitative methodology was employed to gain a nuanced 
understanding of the complex dynamics within this bilateral relationship. Qualitative data 
was collected through an extensive review of scholarly literature, government reports, 
policy documents, and news articles pertaining to US-Pakistan relations during the specified 
timeframe. This comprehensive literature review served multiple purposes, including 
providing contextual background, identifying key issues, and framing the research 
questions. 

Thematic analysis holds paramount relevance in the context of this research on 
challenges to sovereignty in US-Pakistan relations from 2008 to 2022. This qualitative 
method is instrumental in capturing the intricacies and multifaceted nature of the 
sovereignty challenges faced by Pakistan within this bilateral relationship. Thematic 
analysis enabled the identification and examination of recurring themes, patterns, and 
narratives that was not be readily apparent through quantitative data alone. By delving into 
the qualitative aspects of sovereignty challenges, it offered deeper understanding of 
underlying attitudes, perceptions, and sentiments among key stakeholders, policy makers, 
and experts involved in US-Pakistan relations.  

This method complemented the quantitative data collected through surveys by 
providing critical context and insights that help explain and contextualize numerical 
findings. Moreover, thematic analysis was instrumental in identifying emerging or 
underexplored issues related to sovereignty challenges, thereby contributed to more 
current and comprehensive analysis. It also aided in uncovering policy implications that 
extended beyond statistical relationships, shed light on the narratives and discourses that 
influenced policy decisions within the context of sovereignty and diplomacy. In essence, 
thematic analysis enriched the research by offering qualitative depth, context, and a holistic 
understanding of the US-Pakistan relationship’s sovereignty challenges, bridged the gap 
between qualitative data and the nuanced dynamics at play. 

The qualitative methodology employed in this research served as a valuable tool for 
delving deeply into the qualitative dimensions of sovereignty challenges within the context 
of US-Pakistan relations from 2008 to 2022. This approach facilitated an in-depth 
exploration of the perceptions, attitudes, and narratives surrounding the complex issue of 
sovereignty. By thoroughly examining these qualitative aspects, the research sought to 
uncover the nuanced human dimensions that often lie beneath statistical data. 

Furthermore, the integration of qualitative findings was a deliberate strategy aimed 
at providing a comprehensive and well-rounded analysis of the US-Pakistan relationship 
during the specified period. By triangulating all types of data, this research aimed to achieve 
a synergy that would enrich the overall understanding of sovereignty challenges and 
cooperation dynamics. 

While quantitative data provided valuable insights into the extent and trends of 
various factors, the qualitative findings brought depth and context to the statistical 
observations. They illuminated the "why" and "how" behind the quantitative patterns, 
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offering a more holistic and nuanced perspective on the challenges faced by Pakistan in 
maintaining its sovereignty in the context of this bilateral relationship. 

In essence, the qualitative methodology not only allowed for a deeper exploration of 
the subjective aspects of sovereignty challenges but also enhanced the completeness and 
comprehensiveness of the research, fostering a more thorough grasp of the complexities 
within the US-Pakistan relationship during the specified timeframe. 

It is crucial to acknowledge that, like any research methodology, the qualitative 
analysis used in this study has its inherent limitations. One of these limitations pertained to 
the nature of publicly available sources, which introduced potential biases into the 
qualitative data. Information in publicly accessible documents, policy reports, and news 
articles can be influenced by various factors, including the perspectives of the authors, the 
agendas of the organizations or media outlets, and the political context in which they were 
produced. As a result, qualitative analysis should be approached with an awareness of these 
potential biases and a critical perspective on the sources. 

Additionally, the scope of available data is another constraint that needs to be 
acknowledged. The qualitative analysis relies on the information present in the selected 
sources, and it may not capture every facet or viewpoint of the sovereignty challenges within 
US-Pakistan relations. The absence of certain perspectives or data points, whether due to 
information gaps or limitations in source availability, could impact the comprehensiveness 
of the qualitative analysis. 

However, despite these limitations, it is important to emphasize that the qualitative 
methodology employed in this research played a pivotal role in offering valuable insights 
into the multifaceted dimensions of sovereignty challenges in the context of US-Pakistan 
relations. By leveraging qualitative analysis, the study was able to uncover narratives, 
nuances, and contextual factors that quantitative data alone could not provide. These 
qualitative insights contributed to a more comprehensive understanding of the complexities 
within this critical subject matter, enriching the overall analysis and helping to bridge the 
gap between quantitative trends and the qualitative realities of the US-Pakistan relationship 
from 2008 to 2022. 

Violations of Territorial Sovereignty 

One of the most contentious aspects of drone strikes in Pakistan from 2008 to 2022 
is the direct violation of Pakistan's territorial sovereignty. These strikes, conducted by the 
United States, often without the explicit consent of the Pakistani government, have raised 
significant concerns about the sanctity of Pakistan's territorial integrity (Khan, 2014). The 
ability of a sovereign nation to exercise control over its own borders and airspace is a 
fundamental principle of international law, and the use of armed drones by a foreign power 
within another country's borders challenges this principle (Byman, 2013). 

International law, as outlined in the United Nations Charter, prohibits the use of 
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of any state, except in cases 
of self-defense or with the authorization of the United Nations Security Council (United 
Nations, 1945). Drone strikes conducted without the consent of the Pakistani government 
raise questions about the legality of such actions under international law, particularly when 
they result in the violation of Pakistan's sovereignty (Iqbal, 2016). 

The violation of Pakistan's territorial sovereignty through drone strikes not only 
infringes upon the nation's right to govern its own territory but also has significant 
implications for the relationship between the two countries. These actions can strain 
diplomatic relations, erode trust, and complicate efforts to cooperate on shared security 
objectives (Zahoor & Rajput, 2014). Moreover, the inability of the Pakistani government to 
prevent or control these foreign military actions within its borders undermines its authority 
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and capacity to protect its citizens from external threats, ultimately challenging its 
sovereignty on multiple fronts (Aslam, 2015). 

The issue of violations of territorial sovereignty due to drone strikes underscores 
the need for a nuanced and balanced approach to counterterrorism operations. It also calls 
for a reevaluation of the legal and ethical frameworks governing the use of armed drones in 
situations where the sovereignty of a nation is at stake. Addressing these challenges requires 
not only legal and diplomatic considerations but also a commitment to respecting the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of all nations in the global fight against terrorism. 

Civilian Casualties and Public Outrage 

One of the most concerning aspects of drone strikes in Pakistan from 2008 to 2022 
was the occurrence of civilian casualties, which not only had a significant human toll but also 
generated considerable public outrage within Pakistan. These casualties raised critical 
ethical, legal, and political questions surrounding the strikes, challenging Pakistan's 
sovereignty in several ways (Aslam, 2015). 

The unintentional killing of civilians during drone strikes is a source of ethical 
concern, as it questions the proportionality and necessity of the use of force in 
counterterrorism operations (Byman, 2013). International humanitarian law places a 
responsibility on parties to armed conflicts to minimize harm to civilians and to distinguish 
between combatants and non-combatants (International Committee of the Red Cross, 2020). 
The occurrence of civilian casualties in drone strikes, despite efforts to minimize them, 
raised questions about the adherence to these principles. 

Moreover, civilian casualties resulting from drone strikes had severe implications 
for Pakistan's domestic stability. These incidents generated public outrage and anti-
American sentiment, which challenged the government's ability to maintain order and 
protect its citizens (Akhtar, 2013). Public protests and calls for retaliation against the United 
States became increasingly common, reflecting a sense of helplessness and frustration 
regarding Pakistan's sovereignty (Iqbal, 2016). 

From a legal standpoint, civilian casualties in drone strikes further complicated 
matters. The principles of sovereignty and jurisdiction dictate that a state has the primary 
responsibility for investigating and prosecuting individuals responsible for crimes 
committed within its territory (UN General Assembly, 2010). However, the secrecy 
surrounding drone operations and the involvement of a foreign power in causing civilian 
casualties made it difficult for Pakistan to exercise its legal authority and protect its citizens 
(Zahoor & Rajput, 2014). 

Lack of Transparency and Accountability 

The lack of transparency and accountability surrounding drone strikes in Pakistan 
from 2008 to 2022 has posed a significant challenge to the nation's sovereignty. Operational 
secrecy has been a defining characteristic of drone operations, with the United States often 
providing minimal information about the timing, targets, or legal justifications for these 
strikes. This secrecy limits Pakistan's ability to oversee and regulate foreign military 
activities within its borders, effectively eroding its authority over its airspace (Iqbal, 2016). 

Moreover, the legal framework governing drone strikes remains ambiguous, leading 
to concerns about the legality of these actions under international law. The absence of clear 
legal standards for the use of armed drones in Pakistan challenges the nation's sovereignty 
as it struggles to assert its legal authority over these operations (Zahoor & Rajput, 2014). 

The lack of transparency also affects accountability for civilian casualties and human 
rights violations. Without detailed information and investigations into individual strikes, it 
becomes challenging to hold those responsible accountable (Akhtar, 2013). This 
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accountability gap further undermines Pakistan's sovereignty, as it cannot ensure justice for 
its citizens affected by drone strikes. 

The political dilemma stemming from the lack of transparency adds another layer of 
complexity. Pakistani leaders must navigate a challenging landscape where domestic 
political pressures and foreign policy objectives intersect. This dilemma can impact the 
nation's ability to uphold its sovereignty and protect its interests effectively (Byman, 2013). 

Furthermore, the secrecy surrounding drone strikes contributes to public 
perception issues. The lack of information fuels conspiracy theories and distrust of the 
government, exacerbating the sense that Pakistan's sovereignty is being undermined 
(Aslam, 2015). Public sentiment against drone strikes erodes the government's ability to 
maintain order and legitimacy. 

Political and Diplomatic Tensions 

The use of drone strikes in Pakistan from 2008 to 2022 created significant political 
and diplomatic tensions between Pakistan and the United States. These tensions had 
implications for Pakistan's sovereignty as they strained relations, challenged the nation's 
autonomy in foreign policy decisions, and tested its ability to balance cooperation with its 
own national interests (Zahoor & Rajput, 2014). 

One key dimension of these tensions was the delicate balancing act required of 
Pakistani leaders. They faced the challenge of reconciling cooperation with the United States 
in the global war on terror with the protection of Pakistan's sovereignty and national 
interests. The need to navigate this complex landscape often resulted in diplomatic tensions 
and political dilemmas (Muzaffar,  Yaseen,  & Ishfaq, 2016; Byman, 2013). 

Drone strikes, conducted without explicit consent, led to periodic public protests and 
political backlash within Pakistan. The public's anger over perceived violations of 
sovereignty and civilian casualties translated into calls for the government to take a firmer 
stance against the United States (Akhtar, 2013). This domestic pressure further complicated 
Pakistan's ability to maintain cordial relations with its ally. 

Additionally, the secrecy surrounding drone operations and the lack of transparency 
contributed to mistrust between the two nations. Pakistan often felt that it was not 
adequately informed or consulted about drone strikes occurring within its borders, leading 
to a breakdown in trust and cooperation (Iqbal, 2016). This mistrust undermined the 
effectiveness of joint counterterrorism efforts and created a sense of vulnerability for 
Pakistan. 

These political and diplomatic tensions had broader implications for Pakistan's 
sovereignty in terms of its ability to assert its foreign policy decisions and safeguard its 
national interests. The constant negotiation and renegotiation of the terms of cooperation 
with the United States highlighted the challenges of balancing security imperatives with the 
preservation of sovereignty. 

In summary, political, and diplomatic tensions resulting from drone strikes 
challenged Pakistan's sovereignty by forcing the nation to navigate a complex landscape of 
domestic pressures, international relationships, and competing interests. The need to 
balance cooperation with the United States and protect its sovereignty was a recurring 
challenge that had significant implications for Pakistan's foreign policy decisions and 
diplomatic maneuvering. 

Interception of Political Matters 

The period from 2008 to 2022 witnessed significant political developments within 
Pakistan, including changes in leadership, elections, and shifts in domestic policy. Analyze 
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how the US-Pakistan relationship influenced Pakistan's internal political matters and its 
sovereignty. 

Discuss how US policies and actions, such as military aid, diplomatic pressure, or 
conditional support, may have influenced Pakistan's domestic political decisions and power 
structures. Examine instances where sovereignty concerns intersected with political 
maneuvering and decision-making within Pakistan. 

Highlight specific cases or events where the US-Pakistan relationship had a 
discernible impact on Pakistan's political landscape, such as the US support for specific 
leaders or parties, conditions tied to financial assistance, or the implications of US military 
operations within Pakistan's borders. 

Consider the role of public opinion and political discourse in Pakistan regarding the 
sovereignty challenges posed by the US relationship. Explore how these factors influenced 
political decisions and strategies related to US-Pakistan relations. 

By examining the intersection of political matters and sovereignty challenges, you 
can provide a comprehensive analysis of how the US-Pakistan relationship shaped 
Pakistan's domestic political landscape during this period and vice versa. This adds a 
valuable dimension to understanding the broader dynamics at play in the bilateral 
relationship. 

Intervention in Foreign Policy 

The influence of the United States on Pakistan's foreign policy decisions and 
international relations during the period from 2008 to 2022 is a critical aspect of 
understanding the challenges to Pakistan's sovereignty within the bilateral relationship. 
This influence stemmed from various factors, including the significant financial and military 
aid that the US provided to Pakistan (Smith, 2015). The conditionality attached to this aid 
often required Pakistan to align its foreign policy choices with US priorities, particularly in 
areas of mutual interest, such as counterterrorism efforts (Rizvi, 2016). 

One of the key implications of this influence was the potential compromise of 
Pakistan's sovereignty in matters of foreign policy autonomy. Pakistan's alignment with US 
foreign policy objectives, while at times necessary for securing aid and support, could also 
limit its ability to independently pursue its foreign policy goals (Aslam, 2015). This situation 
raised questions about the extent to which Pakistan could assert its sovereignty in shaping 
its international relations and pursuing its national interests. 

The role of international agreements and alliances further complicated Pakistan's 
foreign policy landscape within the context of its relations with the United States (Khan, 
2012). Pakistan's participation in various international forums and commitments, often 
influenced by its engagement with the US, required careful navigation to balance sovereignty 
concerns with international cooperation. Diplomatic negotiations and agreements, 
particularly those related to counterterrorism and regional stability, had significant 
implications for Pakistan's foreign policy choices and sovereignty considerations (Haque, 
2015). 

The Significance of Policy Implications on Sovereignty in US-Pakistan Relations 

The failure of policy implications can have significant repercussions on sovereignty 
in the context of US-Pakistan relations (Khan, 2014). Policies and diplomatic strategies 
crafted by both nations play a pivotal role in shaping the dynamics of their relationship. 
When policies fail to address sovereignty concerns adequately or do not strike a balance 
between cooperation and safeguarding national interests, it can undermine Pakistan’s 
sovereignty. For instance, policies that inadequately address issues like drone strikes, 
political tensions, or security cooperation may inadvertently compromise Pakistan’s ability 



 
Annals of  Human and Social Sciences (AHSS) October-December,2023 Vol 4,Issue 4 

 

153 

to assert its sovereignty. Therefore, it is imperative to consider how policy decisions impact 
the nation’s autonomy and control over its territory within the framework of international 
relations (Zahoor & Rajput, 2014). Comprehensive policy evaluations that account for 
sovereignty considerations is vital to maintaining a robust and balanced US-Pakistan 
relationship that aspects the sovereignty of each nation.  

Conclusion 

The period from 2008 to 2022 has been marked by a complex and evolving 
relationship between the United States and Pakistan, with numerous challenges to 
Pakistan's sovereignty. This research article has highlighted key factors that have influenced 
this relationship, including counterterrorism efforts, drone strikes, the Afghan conflict, and 
economic assistance. During this period, Pakistan faced significant pressure from the United 
States to cooperate in the war on terror, leading to the violation of its sovereignty through 
drone strikes and intelligence operations on its soil. This resulted in public outrage and 
strained relations between the two nations. 

The Afghan conflict also played a central role in shaping the US-Pakistan 
relationship, with Pakistan seeking to protect its interests in Afghanistan while the United 
States pursued its own objectives. This divergence of interests often strained bilateral ties 
and challenged Pakistan's sovereignty. Economic assistance and aid packages were another 
dimension of the relationship, with the United States using financial incentives to encourage 
cooperation from Pakistan. However, this also raised questions about Pakistan's ability to 
maintain its autonomy and sovereignty while relying on foreign aid (Yaseen, Maqsood, F., & 
Muzaffar 2021). 

In summary, the period under examination witnessed a delicate balancing act for 
Pakistan as it sought to protect its sovereignty while cooperating with the United States on 
various fronts. The challenges to Pakistan's sovereignty were evident in the tensions and 
conflicts that periodically erupted between the two nations. As we move forward, it is 
essential for both countries to engage in constructive dialogue, address mutual concerns, 
and find common ground to ensure a more stable and cooperative relationship that respects 
the sovereignty of Pakistan and advances the interests of both nations. Achieving this 
balance will be critical in shaping the future of US-Pakistan relations beyond 2022. 
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